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; 2& HE Kirkof Scotland after the reformation of 
Religion did by degrees attaine to as great 
perteion both in dotrine & diſcipline as a- 
ny other reformed kirk in Europe, The ſound- 
neſſe of Dorine appeareth in her ſeverall 

Confeſſions of Faith approven + all the beſt reformed 
Kirkes in forraine parts. But becauſe puritic of Religion 

1 cannot bee long preſerved without that platforme of Go- 
vernment, which the Word of God hath laid foorth unto 

us, hernationall aſſemblies laboured diligently many years 

to finde out the ſame, and after many conferences , and 

publick reaſoning reſolved upon theſe concluſtons, which 

are contained in the booke of Policie, or ſecond booke of 

Diſcipline. But ſhortly thus much for the preſent. 

| e Each Pariſh becing provided of a Miniſter (who under. 

. went tryalls before his admiſſion to the place,and behoved 

—_ ro be qualified both for life, learning and skilfyll govern- 

ment) was ruled by him and the Elders thereof, becing the 
| men of beſt life & underſtanding in the ſaid Pariſh. Twelve 

| ſixtcene or twentic of theſe Kirks wereconjoyned ina Preſ- 

| byteric or claſſicall mceting,that did meete weckly.and cx- 

crciſc their gifts by courſe, and hadthe power of ordinary 

juriſdiction , ordination, ſuſpenſion, deprivation, excom- 

munication, or dirctionto the pariſh Miniſter to excom- 

municart, after theſtght ofthe procefſe deduced 'by the par- 

ticulzre Elderſhip, collation of benetices, viſitation of kirks 
within their bounds, The enormitic of Miniſters cithcrin a 
litz or doctrine were delated, cither by ſome parochinar,or 
neighbour Miniſter, Perſons of whatſoever qualitic inthe 
Co: gregations who would not obcy their owne Miniſters, 
and Elders were cenſured: If verie great Ciſhcultiescompe 
before them,or ifthe Prel-byreric hadaoe with gt p Fs 
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A ſhort Relation of the 
tics, who did withdraw any of their number, intheſfe & the 
tike caſes there was recourſe had'tothc provincial Synods. 

The whole Preſ-byteric ofa ſhire or two wett twile a- 
yeare in their Synod, tryed presbyterics,ard ordered what 
was difficle for the presbyterics, or might concerne them al 
incommon. If any difhcultic come betore them,for which 
there was no kirk conſtitution;they referred the fame tothe 
nationall Aſlembly,which convecned oncea yeere, or oft- 
ner prorenata.Where they gave their judgment inthecaſc 
preponcd,and made ſome act & conſtitution for thelike ca- 
ſes intime comming,and other as and conſtitutions need- 
full, received 2ppellations, petititions, grievances, and ap- 
pointed ſome to propone their owne grievances to the Par- 
liamcnt, King,.Counſcllor Convention. This was the ſu 
preme and higheſt Kirk judicatoric,towhich was madethe 
Laſt appeale,& which was compoſed of theſe members, his 
Majcſtics ſcif or a Commiſſionar repreſenting him, two or 
three Miniſters choſen by cach A m—ged Gentleman 
an Elder withinthe bounds of a presbyterie, A commiſho- 
ncr for each rcgall burgh,and twofor £dinburgh:lome one 
of thcle Miniſters was choſen to moderator prefide by the 
voiccs ofthe whole aſſembly. This ſupreme yudicatoric ſo 
cealared the omiſſions ofthe ſubordinar, that no vice of a- 
ny pcrlon whtaſoever elcoped cenſure, nocrror could ſoo - 
ner {ct out its head, but it was preſently cruſhed by one of 
theſc, as King 1137ES confeſſed in diverſe diſcourſes, rnd 
gavethat reaſon why ſo few errours had appeared in the 
kirk of Scotland, becauſe they could not cfc:perhe cenſure 
of one of theſe Ecclcſtaſticall judicatorics. 

This forme of government ſo comfortable tothe reli- 
£10us, and profitable tothe kirke was inſuffer.:ble to many 
of bizhcerrank, who did not think this yoke of Chriſt ſo ea. 
ſy as 10 enjoy their wiſhed libertic without controulment, 
which madg e number. of theſe, with Courticrs, and.ſoine 
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eſtate of the kirk of Scotland. 
of the Miniſters who were more looſe & worldly minded 
ſuggeſt unto King lames of ever bleſſed memorie, that He 
had not ſo much power inthe kirk as inthe commonwelth. 
becauſe, when any of theſe libertines committed any of- 
fence, he could not ſavethem from kirk cenſure, although 
his Majeſtic had alwayes power to remit the civill cenſure 
& punilhment. His Majeſticbecing then hopefull of the 
kingdom of Fnzland.they added thatreaſon, that if heob- 
tained the Kirke of Scotland to be governed by Biſhops, 
as that of Englang was, he would thereby endeareto him. 
felt the kirk men there, who might otherwiſe ſuſpect his 
affccti6to their ſtate, being acquainted with another forme 
of kirk government, it he hould not evidence it, by labou- 
ring tharchange. Andit he ſhuld cſhabliſh the government 
of Biſhops in Scotland, he might beeas abſolute in the kirk 
as inthe Common-wealth. 

Thus they kindled inhis Majeſties heart thedeſite of an 
abſolute power over the kirk, beeing {pecially moved by 
their owne particular ends- Great mcn for obtaining cre- 
Ction of kirklands,which then appertained to the Crowne, 
in recompenſe from his Majeſtic, for aſſiſting the erection 
of Bilhops inthe kirk of Scotland. His Majeſtic being aftu- 
red of the Biſhops conſe nt,&of inferiour kirkmer, in hope 
ot ſuceceding to the ſaid Biſhopricks, and of b th tor vin- 
e&icating themſclves into a licentious hiberty from underthe 
awfull ccnſure of the Kirk, was ſocarneſt on that deſign, 
tat hee made it his moſt ſpeciz]l ir.dev: wr, but ſuppreſſing 
the ſame withall, thathee might obt-ine it the morecahily. 

Where-untohecattained by degrees, which cre hcoere ſec 
down ſhortly in ſome generall keads Wee reter the part. 
culors roa more lor-e information, which (hill contzia the 
CC21 ee5S,courle of dete &ty Mm. oY ICY; NCCMCNTL Of Hier 1 .hy 
in ourkirk. Firſt, his Majeſtic propounded the neceiiitie 
t& have Miniſters voters in Parl/amcit, inuie name _ 
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A ſhort Rel ation of the 
kirk, who ſitting in Parliament might bee carefull, that no- 
thing weredone in prejudice of the kirk, and might carrie 
the deſires of the whole Kirke ro the Parliamenc for ſuch 
things as were convenient for them. 

The medling of Miniſters in theſe civill imployments 
was extremely diſliked,8 oppoſed by the moſt judicious 
in this Kirk. To makethe Miniſters voting in Parliament 
the moreplauſible,and to move the more caſie condiſcen- 
d:ncetherto,they were tyed to ſuch caveats,viz.that they 
ſhould propone nothing in Parliament, Convention or 
Counlſcll,withoutexprefſe warrant from thc kirk,nor keep 
filence whenany thing is proponed there tothe prejudice 
of the Kirke: Thar they ſhould give an account of their 
Commiſſion aftcr each Parliament to the next'inationall 
Aſſembly, and be ſubje&cither to their cenſure of depolt- 
tion, incaſe they did tranſgreſſe: To attend faithfully their 
particular flocks as Miniſters, in the adminiſtration of dil- 
Cipline, collation of benefices,or other points of eccleſ1aſtt- 
call government, to uſurpe or acclaimeno juriſdiction over 
ticir brethren. A nunber of ſuch caveats becing agricd 


upon in the aflſcmbly ſhould have beene ratified in the next. 


parliament. But theſe becing ſuppreſſed,there was inſert in 
place thercof a number of articles in favours of Biſhops nc- 
ver mentionednor agried upon in Aſſembly. Theſe Mi- 
niſters who wold have entred the Parliament-houſe to dil- 
cover that falſhood, and proteſt againſt it, were holden our 
from proteſting publickly, butthey delivered their prote- 
{lationin write tothe Eſtates ſeverally. 

All this time theſe pretended prelats Liboured, tht there 
ſhould beno gen*rall Allembly ar all coccoſure them for 
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Hand, 
4 next aſſemblie, His Majeſtiie becing moved by theſeKirk . 
men,whocould not endure the cenfure of generall Aſſem-. 
blyes,by his owne warrant firſt ſhifred the timeſolemnely 
i appointed by thelaſt aſſembly to another time, and then 
to no certaine time: which-made ſome of the ſpeciall and 
| ableſt Miniſters to keepe the time laſt preſcribed forpre- 
\ ſerving the Kirks right. Theſe were conveened before the 
civill udge by commandement, and ſentenced with bani. 
ment, although onlythe Aſſembly ſhuld have judged, whe- 
thertheir mecting had beenea layfull aſſembly or nct:ſome 
others of theſe were for that ſame cauſe impriſoned. The 
Kirkmen preſented to Biſhoprickes were reſtored to their 
4 Ccivilleſtateand dignitic in Parliament, voyces becing ob- 
tained by conſenting to ercftions of ſundry Abbacies, and 
othercorruptmeanes in the year. 1606. Thereafter they 
Bogen to encroach upon the kirk government. Firſt they 
affected to be conſtant moderators;& tothe end they might 
t this point the more cafily, they procured a meet. 
ting of Miniſters at Linlsthgow not long after, while as 
BAY their chiefeſt oppoſites inthe Miniſterie were cither bani- 
ſhed, mprifenns, confyned or drawne up to Court, being 
ſent for by his Majeſtietogive their advice orbeſt overtu- 
res forthe peace of the Kirk as was pretended. Thar meer - 
ting conſiſted of ſuch as were ſcent tor by his Majeſtics mil- 
ſives without mention ofany generall aſſemblies. Atthis- 
meeting 'theſe who were ſtylcd Biſhops in reſpect of their 
benefice were made conſtant Moderators of the Presbytc- 
ries, where they were rc{ident,but were unwillingly ad:ric 
ted by the presbyteries. Yetthis didnot content them,3nd 
therefore they accepted the power ofthe high Commilh. 
on, allowed them oncly by his Majeſtics command, :nd 
Lords of Counſcll, againit the a&t of Parliament inhibi.ing 
any judicatories, but ſuchas ſhould bce c{tabliſhed by par- 
oy. A liament, 
Tr:cre- 
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Thereafter they procured an Aﬀemblyto be holden af 
Glaſzow, conſiſting of ſuch as were given in note to the 
presbiteries,and corrupted by ſowmes of money, or hopes 
of preferment, or awed with the terrour of the high Com- 
mitſion. Ar this pretended aſſembly ſome power in Preſ. 
bytcries, and moderation in provinciall Synods upon an 
aſſurance by word, and an implicite condition in the Act 
it ſelf for ſer or ycerely aſſemblyes, was graunted to thoſe 
who were ſtyled vulgarlic Biſhops in reſpet of their bene- 
ice. Burtthe othce of a Biſhop was not re-eſtabliſhed, 
which before had beene damned by former Aſſemblies- 
Yet went ſome of them toEzelard, and received conſecra - 
tion to the office of a Diocchian Biſhop , returned and con- 
ſecrar their Fellowes deſerted their locks,and governed as 
dioceſtan Biſhops without reſpectto the limitations of the 
act of the pretended aſſembly. And this theiruſurpation 
they maintaine by the power and authoritie of che high 
Commiſſion. 

Finding that yet they wanted meanes to make the people 
ſtumble,8& ſo to be broughtunder their cenſurc,a nationall 
aſlembly was called 1618. Whereunto his Majeſty invited 
b y his letters abovethirtie Nobfemen & Gentlemen wan- 
ting Commiſſions, who vored to the concluſions of thar 
pretended aſſembly. Miniſters were brought in from the 
ftreets,and ſome were written for to affiſt ( though never 
choſen for Commiſſioners). Theſe who had Commiſh- 
ons werencithcr ſuffered to reaſon,nor vore freely. (There 
they concludcd the five articles, which had bcene formerly 
condemned by our Kirk as ſaperſtitious) promiſing then 
to leave the practiſe of them arvitrariz. Theſe they procu- 
red by the like indiret meanes ro bce ratihed in Parlia - 
ment Anno 1621. Againſtthe whichartmcles and ratificati- 
07 therzof in Parlament(without the defire and conſent of 
tealemblyes had thereunto) the moſt religious and judi- 
C1OuS 
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eſtate of the kirk of Stotland. 
Tious of the Miniſteric did ſolemnely proteſtin name of 
the reformed Kirk'of SCOTLAND, whereunto the moſt 
part of the particular Congregations have adhered, and 
never practiſed theſe Articles. Notwithſtanding heete- 
of, the Biſhops did preſſe them violently , and when any- 
refuſed praQtiſe, there was matter for their high Commil- 
ſion to worke on. This their uſurpation even without any 
pretended warrant of corrupt aflemblyes; and their cruel. 
rieencreaſed. For they uſurpe the moderation of general 
Aſſemblyes which arc holdenonly at their pleaſure, ar 
dioceſian Synods they fir as Iudgts ratherthan ſimplemo- 
derators. They ordaine Miniſters not inthepreſence, or 
with conſent of the Congregation, but in ſome remote 
place, and ſometimes without the preſence of any Mini- 
ſter of the Presbyterie, or bounds where the Miniſter is 
tolerye. They give orders to ſundrie without the charge 
of any flock, they ſuſpend and deprive Miniſters uſually 
for none conformitie, not in Preſ.byteries and in Synods, 
whecre-unto they are ryed, but inthe Court of high Com- 
miſſion, wherein they fyne, confyne, or impriſon Prea- 
chers or profeſſors at their pleaſure, They ſtay preſ[-by. 
tcrizs from proceeding tothe ſentence of Excommunica- 
tion. They exaG ſubſcripiron from intrants to the Mini- 
ſteric unto articles framed by them(clves alanerly, and de- 
barre the belt qualified for refuſing to ſubſcribe. Irdoth 
nor content them to admit according to the oath contained 
inthe A of Parliament. They convocate Miniſtcrs to 
promiſcuous meetinges, and dire their mandates from 
theſc,as from the repreſentative Kirk of Scotland, They 
conſecrate Biſhops and ordaine Miniſters according to a 
torme not allowed by this Kirk. They debarre perſons 
preſented by lawfull Patrons, becauſe they refuſeto enter 
by the degree of a baprizing Neacon. They fit in Coun- 
ſcll, Scion, and Exchcquer, contraretothe word _ 
an 
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andaQs of the Kirk. They ſtaye proceſſc, again Papiſts. 
They teach Popiſh and Arminian pointes of doctiine, or 
preferreſuch asreachthe like, They bring in proce « f 
novations in the royall chappell, not warranted ſo much 
as by any pretendedadts of corrupt Aſſemblies. Put to 
rclaterthcir particular inſolencics and ulurpations were fit- 
ter for a Volume than forthis ſhort information. 

And although at Conventions and Parliaments their 
oppreſſions were complained upon,yet neither parliament, 
Convention or Counlcll, would hcare any plaint agamſt 
them. By dirc&ion of his Majeſtics private letters the 
Counſcll all wayes interpoſed their autboritie to all their 
ſentences in the high Commiſſion, when it was craved, 
and aſſiſted them ſo faras lay in them, which did increaſe 
thcir pride, and encourage their undertaking all novelri- 
es, Which ſeemed good in their owne eyes. Thus think- 
ing themſelves by thirtic one yeares cxpericnce ſufficiently 

erſuaded of the paſſive diſpoſition of the people to under- 
lo what they would impoſe, and of the ſecret Counlells aſ- 
fiſtance, they obtained his Majcſties letters patents for an 
high Commiſſion conſiſting of above an hundreth 
perſons civill and eccleſiaſticall promiſcuouſly, whereof 
the Biſhop of any Diocie, might aſſume any ſixto himſelf, 
and there judge any perſon of whatſo-ever qualitie within, 
or without his diocie, whereas only before Arch-biſhops 
might hold Courtes of high Commilſsion. Some of the 
Biſhops began to put this new Commilsion in practiſe, and 
and give it life and execution, 

Inthe yeare 1636 the Biſhops framed a booke of Ca- 
nons and conſtitutions for governing thekikeof Scotland. 
Which did quite ſubvert the order and forme of diſcipline 
eſtabliſhed, contained many errours, and opened a doore 
for many moe both in doEtrinall and diſciplinarie points of 
Religion, whenſocyer the Kings Majeſtic uponthe Biſhops 
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efate apthe kirk of Scotland. 
recommendation would ordaine the ſame. Inthis booke 
itwas ordained that there ſhould bee no obloquie againſt 
theſe Canons, or booke of Common prayer, which was 
-- bee {er foorth, notwithſtanding ſuch proceedings were 
illegall, 

In thenext yeare in Iunij 1637 the ſaid Biſhops cauſed 
priat the booke of Common prayer, compiled by them 
forthe uſe of this Kirk, which was appointed by his Ma- 
jeſties letter to bee received, as the onlie forme of Gods 
publick worſhip , where-unto all SubjcRts cither civill or 
eccleſiaſticall behoved to conforme themſelves, and the 
contravecners to be condignly puniſhed. By proclamation 
each Miniſter was enjoyned, and ſome charged with letters 
of horning to buy two of them for the uſe of the Pariſh. 
Approbation fromthe Lords of Counſcll was givea to it, 
when few but Biſhops were preſent at Countell, 

The Biſhop of £dinburghaccompanicd with two Arch 
biſhops, and ſundrie other Biſhops ( notwithſtanding the 
miflik Miniſters aud Profeſſours had forthe manner of in- 
troduction & corruptions of the ſame) began the uſe. of ic 
inthe cheife Kirk of Edinburgh, upon the 23 Iulij. 1637. 
The people much diſcontented with the former novations, 
could not endure ſo great and ſuddenalteration, as impor- 
tedachange borh ofthe externall forme, and nature of the 
former publick worſhip, did the moſt part of them all at 
oneinltant riſe 8& hinder the new fervice, calling it ſuperſti- 
tious or idolatrous. The ſame was alſo ſtopped in another 
Kirk of Edinburgh,where it was to bee read by the Biſhop 
of Argyle. Notwithſtanding heereof they procured by 
act of Counſcll, the paine of death withour all favour and 
mercie to bee denounced again{t all thoſe who ſhould any 
wayes raile or ſpeake againſt the Biſhops, or any ofthe in- 
fcriour cleargie, oragain(t the Service booke. They dil- 
charged the Miniſters and Readers in - dinburgh, (who 
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refuſed the Booke,) there wonted ſervice, and interdited, 
the publicke Evening and Morning prayer, reading of 
Scriptures, ſinging of Pſalmes, for a longtime, and til 
preſsing the buying and praRtifing of the ſaid Booke by all 
Miniſters. Which moved the Miniſters firſt to petitior, 
and next manic of the Nobilitic, Gentrie, Burgeſſes, and 
Miniſters to meete, and to ſupplicate the Lordes of privie 
Counſell againſt the ſaids books of Canons 2nd Common 
prayers againſt the illegall and unorderlie waye of intros 
ducing the ſame. 

The generall Supplication ſent to His Majeſtic by the 
Duke of Lennox, ( who was then returning to England 
from the buriall of his Mother in September, 1937.) was 
anſwered in October only by a Proclamation, diſcharging 


the Counſell to meddlein Kirk matters, and charging all- 


the Supplicants todepart out of the Town within twentie 
foure houres, under the paine of rebellion, as alſo the Iu- 
dicatorics of Counſcll, and Sefsion to remove, but no 
waycs anſwering the petitions , 'which the Supplicants 
did patiently expect, r.otwithſtanding the matter concer- 
ned the ſerviceof God. The Supplicants gave in then a 
Complaint againſt the Biſhops, offering to prove theſe 
bookes comained the ſeedes of Superſtition and Idolatric 
&c. and craved juſtice upon the Biſhops, asauthors there- 
of, and guiltie of lies, betwixtthe King and his Subjets, 
and many other crimes cenſurable by Law. 

The affection of people drawing ſo many together to 
waite for the anſwere rotheir Supplications gave offence 
tothe Lords of Counlell, whereuponthe Supplicants for 
giving them ſatisfaction, did with their confent chooſe 
but a few of their number to attend the ſame, who after 
long expectatton, were anſwered only by a Proclamation 
upon the ſeventh of December,declaring his Majeſtic not 


20 be inclined to Popery, which the Supplicants did not al- 
ledge; 


' | eſtate of the kirk of Scotland. "oY 
d. 6. ledge. They beeing thenearneſtly required, ye 


CY had power from his Majeſtie, to divide the ſapplications 
\ ſeverally by ſhires, to reſtraine them only to the bookes of 
"as Canons and Common prayer, andto | mw from the high 
a Commiſſion and the purſuite of the Biſhops , the ſuppli- 


cants gave ſundrie reaſons, why they could not doe lo, 
ſhewing alſo,that if the Biſhops keeped their boundlefſe u- 
ſurped power,they could ſoone frameand bringjin the like 
bookes withina ſhort ſpace, andoffered to prove they had 
all deſerved excmplare puniſhment by their uſurpation a- 
gainſt Law, and by their heavie tyranny unlawfully excr- 
ccd on the Subjects for many yeares. ; 
All this timethe Supplicants could obtaine no anſwere 
| to the ſupplications ſent ro His Majeſtic , nor move the 
Counſellto receive them, and recommend them to His 
Majeſtie not for the ſpace of a whole Moneth, although 
they continually attended, till they were ready to make 
proteſtation againſt the Counſcll for not hearing rhem in 
{o;mportant a buſineſle. 
Tr Vpon the twentie one daye of December, 1637. the 
Counſcllreceived the generall Supplication, and ſentitto 
his Majeſtic, at which time the Supplicants declinedrthe 
Biſhops from being their Tudges. as beeing now their par+ 
tices. The anſwere to the particularc and general] Sup- 
plications was returned bya Proclamation made in Febru. 
arie, 1638, Whereby his Majeſtic had declared hee had 
ordained the booke of Common prayer to bee-compyled, 
that hee had approved the ſame as a ready meaneto main- 
taine the true Ralicion, and beate out all Superſtition and' 
Idolatric, and doubted not to fatishethe minds of all the 
| Subjets. Heere-with charged them all to depart from 
| theſe Townes where the Counlell or Seffion ſhould fir,and 
| to abſtaine from all meetings any where under the paine of 


s Trcaſon. A verie greatnumber of the Nobiliticand Gen- 
tric, 
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tric, made a proeſtation on the mercat Croſſe of Edi. 
bureh immediatly after the Proclamation was red, againſt 
the bookes of Canons, and Common prayer, high 
Commiſſion, and all other Novations introduced inthe 
Kirke againſt or without the Word of G O,D and lawes of 
the Countrey, and againſt the Biſhops as their parties, 8& 
thatinno judicatorie they ſhould fit as their Iudges, till 
they weretryed by Law. That their whole mcetings were 
Lawfull & neceſſare, &thar they might havertheir rccourſe 
to his Majeſtie. The Supplicants were then forced ro 
forbeare any futher dealing with the Counſell, becauſe az 
gainſt the Law of Nature and Nations they would not ad- 
mit their declinatour againſtthe Biſhops their parties from 
ſitting as their Iudges , whereas they offercd uuder the 
paine of thcir lives, to prove many haynous crymes az 
gainſt them, and ſuchas were palpable to the World. as 
their introduction of Poperie, and Arminianiſme, & their 
many publick eenfereilons againſt Law. 

The whole Nobllitie, Gentrie, Burrowes, Miniſters, 
and Commons, who had nowſo often ſ{upplicat, and ſo 
long attended , were caſt into great difficulties conſidering 
their Religion ſo well warranted by Gods Word, and c- 
ſtabliſhed by thelawes of the Kirke and Kingdome, was 
now begunne to bee changed, both in dodtrine and diſci- 
pline, atthe pleaſure of the fourteene Biſhops, and the li- 
berties of the Countrie like to bee infringed by their uſur- 
pation, and that having complained often upon them to 
his Majcſtic by his Counſell, were anſwered by the former 
declaration approving theſe Popith bookes, their wicked 8& 
unlawfull proceedings, and condemning the Supplicants 
Iawfull and peaceable meetings, and humble wayg of ſup- 
plicating, as prejudiciall toregall authoritic, prohibiting 
alſotheir neceſlar meetings in time comming, Alltheſe 
did move the Supplicants, ro bethinke the renewing | 

| ing 


: eſtate of the kirk of Scatland. 
ing of the nationall Covenant ot this Kirke & Kingdom, 
(the breach whereof hath bcene a ſpeciall cauſetobring 
theſe evills uponthem) ro bee a good meane for obtaining 
the Lords wonted favour, having many examples in holy 
Scripture that the people of GOD have happily renewed 
their Covenant with GOD. 

This rhcir Covenant cortaineth nothing in ſubſtance 
bur that which is containcd in the Confeſſion of Faith, and 
genc rall band tormcrly made for maintenance of Religion, 
& acts of Parliament made at ſundie times. The Contcſſion 
of Faith was approvedby diverſe Acts of ſecreet Counlcl], 
and generall Aſſemblbes. It was firſt ſubſcribed by Kin 
IAMES himſelf, and his whole Houfe-hold, after by al 
his SubjeRs, commanded by publick Proclamationto ſuk- 
fcribe. Subſcription to this Confeſſion hath beene in con- 
tinuall practiſe, when any perſons ſuſpect of Papiſtrie were 
to be tryed, & likewiſe maſters of Schooles & Colledges 
were ordained by act of Aſſemblye to cauſetheir Schollers 
ſubſcribe when they were to paſle their degrees, which 
hath beene obſerved to this day. 

The pratiſe of ſubſcribing beeing in continuall uſeto 
this time was a ſufficient warrant for the Supplicants to 
ſubſcribe the ſame for manifeſting their affection ro GODS 
trueth, and holding out all Popiſh ſuperſtition. To theſaid 
Confeſſion are ſubjoyned ſuch acts of Parliament, as ratifi- 
ed the heads thereof,and were made in favours of Religi- 
on profeſſed inthe ſame, Together with a part of the ge- 
nerall band formerly madeand ſubſcribed by authoritie of 
King James, and his Counſell, binding 2ll the Subjects to 
the defence of Religion,and his Majcſtics perſon, and each 
ro other in'theſe'rwo cauſes. The Supplicants bind: them z 
ſelves to forbeare all approbartion or practiſe of corrupti- 
ons and innovations brought in this Kirk, till theforme of 


their entry their lawfulnes,or expedicncie betryedin a free 
genc- 
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' nerall Aſemblye, and to labour by all meanes lawfull to 
recover the puritie and libertie of the Goſpel], as it was 
profeſſed and .cſtabliſh:d beforetheentrie of the ſaid No- 
vatioas. / But with4ll they declarethat thenovations and 
evills contained in their Supplications, complaints & pro- 
teſtations, have no warrantinthe word of God, and are ton 
trare to the articles ofthe forſaid confeſſion, & adts of Par- 
liameat., They promiſe to forbear2 the'praQtiſe and appro- 
bation of novyations already cntred,till a free aſſembly and 
Parliament, becauſe they were never condiſcended upon, 
but in pretended Aſſemblies, and upon conditions which 
have nat beene obſerved, beſides that proteſtations have 
becene made contrare to the ſame. 
This Covenant was ſubſcribed by many thouſands in 
Februarie laſt, yea, inavery.ſhort time, by almoſt the 
whole Kingdome. Ir was publickly read and {worne in 
moſt Kit ks with grearmotion, prayers, and teares,all pro- 
feſling repentance for their ſinnes, ſpecially for their breach 
of Covenant to Godin ſuffering the puritic of his worſhip 
to bee thus tainted, The defire of true knowledge 
wrought by it in the hearts of the people may approve! it 
tobce aſpeciall meane appointed by God for reclaiming 
this Nationto himſelf. 

The ſupplicants having now both by oath 8& ſubſcription 
manifeſted their deſires to be religious, & their hearts loy- 
all and faithfull to their Prince, becing now barrcd from 
dealing with the privy Counſell, who admitted the Biſhops 
rofitas Tudges in the cauſe, after the Supplicants had de- 
cClined them 25 parties, and beeing deſirous his Majeſtic 
ſhould bee rightly informed, that hee might give a grati- 
ous anſwer,they thought it expedient to write to the Duke 
of Lennox, Marqueſle of Hamiltoun, Earle of Mortoun,ag 
{peciall members of this ſtate, becauſezthey had neerc ac. 


* 


celſcto his Majeſtie, not doubting that they cold not bye 
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them tolearne from his Majeſtic, if hee would bee pleaſed 
to receive anew petition from the Supplicants immediatly 
or if they ſhould make their deſires knowng to his Majeſty 
by their Lordſhips. This ſupplication was ſent to have been 
delivered if his Majc ſtie would have reccived it, and alſo 
ſome articles containing their juſt deſires for their Lord- 
ſhips information. His Majeſt:e was not willing to reccive 
the ſupplication, but peruſing the articles did remit his gra- 
tious anſ\were to bee delivered by the Marqueſle of Hamil. 
toun, who was to bee ſent as his Majeſties Commiſhoner, 
with inſtrutions and power for ſertling the peace of this 
kingdome. 

Vpon thethirtic day of May a ſhip arrived-at the road of 
Leith, carrying a great deale of munition,as Cannon, pow. 
der,with Cannon ball, muſquets, Pikes, and'match for the 
Caſtle of Edinburgh, forctold & threatned by the Biſhop 
of S._Andrewes,and his followers, who affirmed the pro- 
viding that Caſtle, and fortifieng the towne of Leith, to 
bee the onely meane to beate down Edinburgh, and force 
them roundergoeany thing ſhould bee injoyned, as alſo 
to hold the ſupplicants out of it &c. | Upon ſuſpition thar 
the putting of this munirion in the Caſtle would be ſtayed, 
the Lord Theſaurer did convey it quyctly ro Mwſſ1/burgb 
harberic and from thence to Dalkeith. The people remem- 
bering the threatnings preceeding, and conſidering that 
ſach proviſion had not beene made for theſe places theſe 
thirtie yeares by paſt, began to ſuſpect danger The Sup- 
plicants ſuſpefing that the ſame would bee imployecd a- 
gainſt the bodic ofthe Kingdome, who were ayming ot no 
thing bur the preſervation of Religion, and the Subjects [t- 


= bertie, reſolved without giving offence, to keepe a watch 
&.. Iſt any of that proviſion ſhoul4 bee conveycd into theſe 


places againſt the wonted cuſtome: For thele are the grea- 
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teſtfortsin the Countricappointed for her ſaſtetie,and.not 
for her hurt. 

The Marqueſle of Hamilton being appointed his Majeſties 
Commiſſoner did ſend a number of mifhives to his friends, 
followers.& acquaintance in Scotland from Court,to meet 
him :t Jaddinetoun, and Dalkeith, the fifth day of Tunij, 
Where-uponthe Papiſts applauding to the Service booke, 
brageed that they with ſome neutralls,and ſuch as were in. 
differen in matters of Religion, would aſſiſt the Biſhops, & 
uſed all their mcanes to conveenethe greatelt numbers they 
could. 

The Supplicants moved with the proviſion intended for 
the Caſtle, and theſe frequent meetings of Papiſts & neu- 
trals, reſolved not to joyne with-them at their meeting with: 
the Commiſſioner, becauſe they would impucently aſcribe 
the moſt part of theſe whom hee had required, tothemſel- 
ves and theſe neutralls, fortheſe and ſome other important 
reaſons, the Supplicants reſolved toſend out ſome few of 
their number to make their excuſe romy Lord Commiſſi- 
oner. The Supplicants together & the Towne of Edinburgh 
apart by their requeſt procured his comming to Haly-rood- 
houſe asthe molt convenicnt place for thcirattendance. 


Vpon the ſeventh of Iunij at his entric hee was attended. 
by a great tunnber of the Supplicants on horſe,mccting him. 


three myles from Zaly-roed-honſe,andall the way betwixr 
by many thouſands on foot, amongſt the which were ſix or 
ſevenhundreth of the Miniſteric. In hopethat the Com- 
miſtoner would not cffer to furniſh the Caſtle with mu- 
nition during the treatic,the numbers appointed for watch- 
ing were diminithed cvcn before his cntrie. 

The Supplicants renewed their former deſires ofa gene 5 
rall Aſſembly and Parliament tothe Commiſhoner,as the 
only racane to redreſſethe cvills complained upon. He ac- 
knowledged himſcltc unableto granteither , till firſt tha 
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Countric were ina peaccable condition, & till they ſhoula 
firſt reſcind and render their ſubſcribed Covenants to his 
Majeſtic. Tothe firſt it was anſwered, the Cuntrie was not 
unpeaceable, there was many humble ſupplications defi- 
ring remedie of thele preſſing grievances, the Supplicants 
could not be moved toſtay from meeting, and ſupplicating 
til they (hould receivea grarious anlwere, and the onely 
meane to content them was the granting of a freegenera}l 
Aſſembly, and a Parliament, for the ſecond, they could 
not draw oa themſelves the guilt of perjuric before God,8& 
eavethe Commiſſtoner ſuſhcicnt reaſons of their refuſall, 
which are extant in print, 

The Commiilioner excepted againſtthar clauſc in the 
Covenant, bearing mutuall defence, as itthe Supplicants 
had combyned themſelves to maintaine each other in their 
owne private quarrells, howbecit the clauſe beecleare c- 
neugh of irſelt, yer for his Majeſtics ſarisfaRtion they gave 
1n4 Supplicartion tothe Commilstoner, wherein they de- 
clared their mutuall defence of each other, was only inthe 
defence of true Religion, of the liwes and liberties of this 
Kirk and Kingdome, and of his Majeſties perſon, and auto. 
_ in preſervation thereof, where-with his Grace acqui- 
CiC2d. 

The Commilsioner profeſsing, that all his inſtructions 
did runne onthe hope of having the Covenant ſurrendred, 
and this failing, hee could doeno more but returne, and 
deale with his Majeſty for obtaining a free generall Aſſem- 
bly and Parliament Withall did ſhew that before his par- 
ting hee behoved to publiſh his Majeſties gratious declara- 
tion, nd ſo firſt made that proclamation of returning the 
Counſell, and Seffion to Edizburgh to makea faire way 
for the other,profeſing alſo, that the other ſhould bee full 
of goodneſſe, promiliag only agener:1l Aſſembly and par- 
litmenr, and diſcharging all novations introduced. Where 
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; 'upona proteſtation was provided only to eivethanks tohis 
- Majcſtie, and to proteſt that ſome ſhort and convenient - 
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timemight bceappointed for holding the Aſſemblye and 

Parliament. | 
But the Supplicants attending the publiſhing ofthis faire 

and ſmooth declaration, when it was proclaimed _ the 

fourth of Tulijchey found it ſo grievous, as it neceſſitat the 

Supplicants to make that proteſtation, which is extant in 
nt. 


Asthe Supplicants were gricved at the Proclamation, 


ſo their griete was augmented when they heard that the 
Lordes of Counſell had approved the Proclamation by a 
particular A&, For the Counſell had approved that pro- 
clamation as ſatisfaQorie, and ſoſull of grace and good- 
neſſe, ſo that it might ſatisheall men. Whereas it gave 
ſaisfation tonone of the Supplicants defires, and did 
condemne their lawfull meetings. Therefore they pre- 
pared a ſ{upplication for the Commiſſioner, which did bear 
thcir juſt exceptions at the Proclamation, and farre more 
againſt the Counſells a of approbation, Butthe Coun- 
{ell conftdering better of their Act, didtearcit after it was 
ſubſcribed, and before it was put upon record. The next 
day the Commiſſioner was ſupplicated and carneſtly defi- 
red to make ſomeact to cleare, that the Counſells ſubſcri- 
bing of the Kings Majeſtics declaration was no 2pprobo. 
tion thereof from them, bur only a warrant for the Clerke 
ro cauſe proclaimeit. The Commiſſioner and moſt of the 
Counlcllers declared the ſame ſolemnely by their oaths, 
whercin the Supplicants acquicſced. My Lord Commil- 
ſioner promiſed to recomend their defires earneſtly to his 
M:jeſtie, and returne at the fifth of Auguſt next, or before 

the rwelft at the furtheſt, 
. The Commiſſioner reported that it was written from 
Eyzland, that thele of this Nation were comming with 
. armes 
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armes towards rhem. The Supplicants proteſted b&e® © * 
God, itneverentred in their mindesto doe themthe lex! © 
harme, bur that they carried toward themall due reſpe&.. = 
of Brethren, if they ſhould not bee-firſt invaded by them, \. * 
which was as farre from theirexpectation, as it was with-. * 
out their deſervings. 

Bur on the contrare, whereas ſuch ofthe Biſhops as 
were chiefe authors of theſe evills, apprehending'danger 
from the Panick terrours of their guiltie conſciences,8& not: 
from any juſt occaſion offered by the Supplicants, when 
they andrheir adherents, had acted the part of Incendiari- 
es atthe Court of England betwixt the Kings Majeſtic and 
his Subjects, did thereafter retire themſelves out of Scot- 
land, as hopeleſſe to find a partic forthem there, theſe 
who have nor ſubſcribed the Contelsion, excepting Coun. 
ſellers, not becing a conſiderable part, and the moſt pare 
of them no favourers of Biſhops. And they bragged that 
his Majeſtie will make the people of England come in | 
armes againſt Sco:land, which is neither to bee expected 
trom ſoJuſta King againſt his own native ſubjects only ſup- 
plicating for the a or of truc Religion,and liberties. 
of the Conmpld eſtabliſhed by lawes, nor from ſo good 
and wiſea pecple with whom the Kingdom of Scotland is 
not more neerely conjoyned by marches, than all true Sco= 
tiſh hearts have'beene theſe many yeares paſt. It ſhould 
bean high and fearefull diſsimulation,if any ſuch ſpyrefull: 
intention were keeped up againſt brethren, whoſe naturall- 
freedome and ingenuitie cannot admit the leaſt ſuſpition of 
any ſuchthoughts:ſcing they live iu one We,vnder one King 
& have intertained commerce with as litle contoverhic, or 
debate, & with as much affection and pezce,:Sever was bc=- 
twixt two Nations, yea, they areſo far from intentionto 
offer wrong tothe Engliſh, that they are reſolved never to- 
ſuffer Enelandtobe wronged by apy other Nation, ſolong- .. 
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I thr lives and meanes (hill laſte, and doe exped the like — * 
. by#herly ductie from them, leaſt they bee found even to . 


phrt againſt God himſelf. Hovr can they have any pur- 
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Preachers and profeſſours have given both by writing and 
ſuffering abundantteſtimonie to the cauſe they plead for in 
all the parciculars thereof, which now they maintaine, My 
Lordes oftheClergic in Scotland as they have borrowed 
ſomethings from England, to wit, highCommilsSion, Ca- 
nons,and {ach other ſtuffe not warramed by law,as in Eng. 
{and, thought to have repared that loane by eſtabliſhing 
thenew Service booke firſt heere, that thereafter their con- 
federats mightthruſt our that ſerviceſolong continued in 
England,for it it had not been for thatend,it ſhuld nothave 
gotenſo much help and approbation fromrhence, and per- 
haps from Rowe. Butthat current is ftopped heere,prai- 
ſed be God, and we wiſhit might bealſo there, If ſome En- 
gliſh Biſhops, ſeeming to compalsionate their Brethren 
heere, haveadeſiretofurther the plot, though it wereu- 
pon Nationall perills,& ſo may move the Engliſh Catho- 
licks, as perſons'furtheſt diſappointed, to undertake the re- 
coveric of their cauſe, by giving theiywholeaſsiſtance a- 
gainſt Scor{and,which becing once ſuppreſſed, All may bee 
ſetled there,and then undoubtedly in England: The king 
dom of Scotland(with reſervation of all due reſpet to the 
true Engliſh) craveth they maye not onely have help from 
good Chriſtians therc,incaſe otſuch invaſion:burt alſo leaye 
© root out theſeCaranits,whoare pricks intheir ſides. And 
this much ſhortly, to give ſatiſ-faction tothe better ſort , 
that there beeno miſtaking amongſt brethren, Curled bee 
theſe that doe not wiſh and pray for peace, if it can bee had 
without that great loſle of the Goſpell of peace, in the pu- 
zty and power thereof according to the word of God. 
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